WARHEATMAP / INDICA INDEPENDENT MEDIA

THE PERMANENT-WAR
EQUILIBRIUM

An IIM Investigation into the US-Iran Ceasefire Cycle

Is it organic weakness, Netanyahu steering US power, or collusion? And how deep does it go?
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THE IRAN CEASEFIRE CYCLE

What Tehran extracted, round by round — 2023 - June 2026

MAR-APR 2026
ROUND 1

Apr 7 ceasefire

APR 2026
BREAKDOWN

Ship seizure, vessel attacks
— talks collapse

$6B

2023 Qatar / S.Korea oil money
unfrozen track reactivated

$0

Hormuz re-gridlocked.
Cycle resets.

APR-MAY 2026
ROUND 2

[SEIRELEREIS

$6B

Reported asset release floated
(US publicly denied)

JUN 14 2026
ROUND 3

MoU signed — the big one

PENDING
ON THE TABLE

60-day window

Frozen Iranian assets released
UPFRONT, pre-negotiation
+ oil sanctions lifted first

"Reconstruction fund" —
Trump says Gulf states pay,

THE PATTERN

notus

Each escalation — ceasefire round, Iran takes asset releases + sanctions relief.
No missile limits. No nuclear surrender. No regime change. Experts: "Tehran won big."
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The Question

Pete asked the right one: is the never-ending war-and-fake-ceasefire cycle happening organically (Trump
genuinely too weak to hold a deal), is Netanyahu steering US power to keep the war alive for his coalition's
survival, or is the US colluding at some level - and if so, how deep?

The honest answer from the evidence: none of the three alone. It is a hybrid equilibrium - and it is damning
precisely because it does not need a conspiracy to work.

The Smoking Gun: The Lebanon Carve-Out

Both 60-day cycles collapsed at the identical fault line - the Lebanon/Hezbollah carve-out - at the signing
threshold.

- Cycle 1: April 8 ceasefire (TACO Tuesday). Within HOURS, Israel launched Operation Eternal Darkness
against Hezbollah - 357+ killed, 1,200+ injured, 92 dead in Beirut alone.

- Cycle 2: June 18-19 Lebanon flare-up killed four Israeli soldiers; Israel answered with ~150 strikes, 47+
Lebanese dead. The June 19 Burgenstock signing was canceled - Vance scrapped the trip.

Iran named no attacks on Lebanon/Hezbollah as a day-one red line. It has been violated, on schedule, in both
ceasefire windows. When the same mechanism breaks the deal twice at the same moment, that is not bad luck.
That is design - or at minimum, a structural feature everyone has learned to rely on.

The Three Theories, Weighed

1. Organic Trump weakness (TACO - Trump Always Chickens Out)

Real signal: a June 9 escalation reportedly had Trump warning Netanyahu directly - evidence of a genuine rift.
Trump signed the MoU at Versailles during the G7, not the scheduled venue - improvisational, reactive. BUT pure
weakness does not explain why the breakdown profits the US side too.

2. Netanyahu drives it

Strong. His coalition's survival is widely assessed to depend on continued conflict. He breaks ceasefires via the
Lebanon front, not the Iran front - keeping the Iran deal technically alive while still prosecuting war. If true, the US
has ceded escalation control to a foreign domestic political calendar.

3. Collusion / manufactured permanent war

The hardest to prove and the most consequential. Every major actor - Netanyahu's coalition, Iran's post-Khamenei
leadership, US defense/energy/reconstruction interests - extracts value from continuation. Oil shocks, asset
tranches, defense standby spend, reconstruction contracts. The war is officially paused, not ended - so US
standby costs keep accruing even during peace.

The IIM Read

The revealed incentives of all parties converge on continuation even as their stated goals diverge. That
convergence - not a backroom signed pact - is the equilibrium. You do not need a conspiracy when everyone
independently profits from the same outcome and no one is punished for the same recurring accident.

The weakness narrative may be authentic AND useful - a mutually convenient cover that lets Trump look reluctant,
Netanyahu look forced, and Iran look defiant, while the machine runs another 60 days.
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Witat We Dot Krmow (anmd-worrt preterndto)

- Whether the Trump-Netanyahu rift is real or theater.

- Whether the $12B upfront figure is confirmed by US/Swiss financial channels or only asserted by Tehran.

- Whether the US has advance knowledge of Israeli ceasefire-window strikes on Lebanon. This is the central
unknown. If yes -> collusion. If no -> ceded control.

- Who concretely profits each cycle - contract/oil-flow/asset evidence remains unconfirmed.

- Whether Iran's leadership privately prefers the cycle to a final deal.

Bottom Line

This is the second 60-day TACO cycle starting over. The pattern is now empirical. Whether you call it weakness,
capture, or collusion, the outcome is identical: permanent low-intensity war, monetized by oil/assets/defense, with
the human cost externalized onto Lebanon. That is the story. The motive question matters - but the equilibrium
does not care which theory is true. It runs either way.

Sources: Al Jazeera, NPR, TIME, CNN, Fortune, Reuters, Iran International, Wikipedia (Twelve-Day War ceasefire) - 25 live citations
on file. Investigation authored by Bumboclaat, Al Conductor for Indica Independent Media. Not financial or legal advice.
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